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preferred to enter the Society at Watten. While a novice there, he applied
himself diligently to ascetical study and practices of devotion and obtained
a complete mastery over what had been a tendency to irritability. With
the zeal characteristic of apostolic men, he spent much of his leisure time
going about among the village folk of the district, catechizing the children
and encouraging young persons generally to persevere in piety and virtue.
At the close of his theological course, Mr Wright was appointed Prefect
of St Omer, a position very much against his private inclination, but
which he accepted in the most perfect spirit of obedience. He soon had
his reward in the form of a mission which exactly suited his zealous nature.
The Thirty Years War, which was now nearing the end of its long and
devastating course, had brought to the scene of action a vast number of
auxiliary regiments and corps made up of military adventurers and others
in the pay of one or other of the many contending powers. In the English
regiments in the Low Countries were, of course, very many Catholics,
for although the Government of this country was giving its support to
the Protestant interest, the struggle by this time had become almost
entirely political, so much so, that Pope Urban VIII saw nothing specially
un-catholic in the policy of Cardinal Richelieu in sending French Armies
to oppose those of the House of Hapsburg. To supply chaplains to these
diverse " foreign legions" was one of the beneficent labours of the
Superiors of the Jesuit Provinces both Flemish and English, and Father
Wright was now detailed to go as Chaplain to the regiment commanded
by Sir Henry Gage, Sir Henry, who belonged, as before stated,1 to the
ancient Catholic family represented by the Gages of Firle and the now extinct
Gages of Hengrave, soon acquired a great affection for the new chaplain,
who, during his stay with the army, effected much good among the soldiers
to whom he ever proved himself a true spiritual father and friend. When
Sir Henry was recalled to England by the King (Charles I), after the
commencement of the Civil War, Fr. Wright accompanied his friend and
patron home. He went with the brave Colonel to Oxford, when that
experienced officer was appointed Governor of the Academic City of the
Isis, and officiated as his chaplain down to the time of the gallant Cavalier's
death in the cavalry action at Culham Bridge (1644). He then became
chaplain to another staunch Royalist, the Marquis of Winchester, famous
in the history of the time for his protracted defence of the family mansion,
Basing House, against the forces of the Parliament* The Marquis, who,
like all his house, was a devout Catholic, retained Fr. Wright in his family
till 1650-1, when, owing largely to the presence of Charles II in Scotland
and his dynastic activities in the north, there was a great increase of
vigilance on behalf of the Parliamentary Government, not only against
1 See page 28.